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What does equity in parks and recreation mean to 

you? - Slido
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How well is your organization or work doing in 

terms of addressing equity needs? - Slide
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What is the biggest determinant of participation in 

recreational sport and physical activity? - Slido



Socio-economic status is the biggest determinant of 
participation in recreational sport and physical activity.

The Implications of COVID -19 for Community Sport and Sport for Development 

Fact:
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Intentional 
policy

What are your policies and 
design decisions saying to 
the most vulnerable people 
in your community?

“We care.”

“We don’t want you.”



Community 
awareness – 
unsafe versus 
uncomfortable

What would you or your 
community members’ response 
be to seeing this man?

“We should find him help.”

“He is dangerous.” 

“We need to remove him.”
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Apply an equity lens 

to everything!



What can we do?

Redistribute Power

• Let equity guide 

your decision 

making

• Community 
awareness

Advocate

• Up and out

• Find partners

• Influence investment 

Give Attention

• Find the equity angle 

in every 

project/policy

• Continued 

education
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Trees & 

Equity



2021 Western Heat Dome

• Temperature up to 20% above 
normal

• 619 heat-related deaths from June 
25 to July 1 

• 100% increase in deaths among 
adults aged 50 or older

• Vast majority of deaths happened 
inside people’s homes

• Deaths at home were concentrated 
in urban neighbourhoods without 
trees or surrounding green space
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Metro Vancouver 

• Urban containment boundary tree 

canopy (2019) - 32%

• Projection for 2040 - 28%

• Target for 2050 - 40%

Husqvarna Urban Green Space Insights

• AI-powered satellite that evaluates 

tree canopy and green space

• Analysis for 344 cities

• Metro Vancouver 25% tree 

canopy, rating of D+

• Surrey 27% tree canopy, 
C- rating

Tree Canopy
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Tree Canopy by Equity Need
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Global Tree Assessment – Over the past 300 years, the 
global forest area decreased by about 40 per cent, mostly 
from human-caused land use change

Rocky Mountain Institute – nature’s benefits are 9 times the 
costs; by 2050, the annual global net benefits of urban 
nature could be $3.1 trillion per year

Cities4Forests – declaration to take action for forests

Trees in Cities Challenge – Launched by the UN asking 
mayors to pledge to protect the urban forest

CitieswithNature

Tree Cities of the World

3 trees – 30 % - 300 metres rule

Environmental Research Volume 215, Part 2, December 2022, 114387

International Context
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/environmental-research
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/environmental-research/vol/215/part/P2


Ecosystem Services
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City of Surrey



Trends

• Most BC communities have 
Urban Forest Strategies

• Most set targets to increase their 
tree canopy

• Most have declining tree 
canopy

• Main causes – new 
development, urban infill, losing 
the tree matriarchs

• Bills 44 and 47 have increased 
the pressures on trees
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What percent of Surrey's tree canopy do you think 

is on public land? - Slido

Correct answer is 42%



20XX

Key Municipal Strategies

Private Land

• Tree Protection Bylaws, planning policy, 

development bylaws

• Communications and stewardship programs

Public Land

• Trees in parks and public spaces

• Trees on roads

General

• City departments working together to make 

trees a priority

• Council support, champions
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Urban Tree Planting
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• Trees are not a priority on 
development projects, 
especially the more 
affordable projects

• There is limited space and 
budgets for tree planting 
on public land

• Silos are getting worse

Despite This...

Photo Source: Tree Builders
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• Paris is planting thousands of trees with a 
target of 50% permeable surface by 2030

• Singapore is planting 1 million trees and 
acquiring 130 hectares of new parks

• London will be 50% green by 2052

• Seoul is creating wind path forests along 

rivers and roads to funnel cool air from the 

mountains into the city centre

• One Tree Planted planted 100 million trees 

in 10 years

• Seed Forest Alliance – establishing tree 

seed banks

20XX

We Must Have Hope!
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• Drone-based Thermal Imaging – to evaluate 
urban heat island and proposed designs

• Some findings:

• Dark pavement and roofs are the worst – 
coating them white helps (Los Angeles 
painted streets white)

• Mowed lawn is much warmer than meadow

• Materials retain heat long after the sun goes 
down

What's Next?
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smithgroup.com



20XX

• Be as natural as possible and pack in the trees 
with creative urban design

• Meet and exceed tree canopy targets

• Efforts to protect the matriarchs, e.g., helical piles

• Road diets

• Flexibility on building height and parking

• Parking garages not extending beyond buildings

• Collaboration – all departments and disciplines

• Champions = ALL of US

• Campaigns = spread the word

Solutions

Photo Source: SLA Studio30



On the Ground Examples and Stories
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New Westminster Crises Response Project

Cleanliness and 24-hour Public Toilets
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Consider this 
success story. 



Do you have a story?

1. What is an example of how you applied 
an equity lens to a project?

2. What do you find challenging in striving 

for equity? How do you address the 

challenges and what was the 

outcome?

3. What is your big picture idea for your 

department?
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Add your ideas - Slido



Let’s hear 
from others
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